*Hlding Forth The Word of Life" Trinity Presbyterian Church
“Reaching Up to God ... Reaching Out to Others”

S, Lok, LigentoGod'sCal

On Ash Wednesday, February 6, Lent begins. During this 40-day period,
Christians reevaluate their spiritual lives. It'satimefor usto have a
spiritual check-up and to striveto live the Christian life more faithfully
and more intentionally.

It's atime to stop, look and listen.

We observe Lent because it causes usto STOP. Lent says, “ Stop and rest
awhile.” Lent says, “ Stop doing wrong.”

We observe Lent because it tellsus to LOOK. Look inward for an honest o®
self-examination. Look upward to see the cross of Christ with healing ‘\\‘
and love. Look forward to the hope of the Resurrection. ‘\
We observe Lent because it tellsusto LISTEN. Listen to the words of Life on the Fast Track?
Christ. Listen to the voice of God. Listen to the winds of the Spirit of Stop
God. Look

Listen!
Stop, look and listen. These three words are important for our safety in God call usto
travel, but they may also be helpful for our journey through the days of shelter in God's Love.
Lent.

Our pilgrimage through Lent should inspire us to serve God more
faithfully in our daily lives and draw us closer to God.

¢ Stir usup to live intentionally spiritual lives, dear Lord. Only then can we fulfill your plansfor us.

Many things | havetried to grasp and have lost.
That which | have placed in God's hands, | still have—Martin Luther



What doesit mean—really mean—to be a Christian?

8l Accord ng to renowned German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, being a Christian means liv-
ing life as Christ would have usliveit. It means following Christ, wherever Christ leads us.

It means, in other words, being obedient.

This Lent, Trinity will be exploring the concept of obedience by delving into the theology of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer. Each Sunday morning we'll explore Bonhoeffer' s theological understanding of obedience, as
set forth in his landmark book, The Cost of Discipleship, by examining different passages from Jesus' Sermon
on the Mount—a sermon which, according to Bonhoeffer, gives us everything we need to know to live atruly
Chridtian life.

Ash Wednesday (2/6) Matthew 4:18-22 Obedience

February 10 Matthew 5:14-16 Grace

February 17 Matthew 5:1-12 Discipleship

February 24 Matthew 11:28-30 Bonhoeffer Sermon Excer pts
March 2 Matthew 5:38-48 Compassion

March 9 Matthew 5:17-20 Image of Christ

Palm Sunday (3/16) Matthew 5:21-37 Repentance

Maundy Thursday Matthew 26:17-25 Prayer/Choir Cantata
Easter Sunday (3/23) Matthew 28:1-10 Kingdom of God

In The Call to Discipleship, Bonhoeffer writes, "Only those who believe are obedient, and only those who are
obedient believe.”

| invite you, asyou prepare yourself for Lent, to reflect on Bonhoeffer' swords. What does it mean to you “to
believe’? What does it mean to you “to be obedient”? What questions do you have regarding your belief in
Christ do you fedl led to explore this Lent? What new ways might you express your obedience to the call of
Christ?

Lent isthat timein the liturgical year when we intentionally engage in thistype of self-reflection. Often we fast
(refrain from eating or doing something we normally eat or do) in an effort to help us focus on God.

This Lent, | encourage you not only to take away something to help you focus on God, but also to add some-
thing to help you focus on God—something you fedl called to do, in obedienceto Christ. It could be prayer; it
could be attendance at a small group or Bible study; it could be spending time with scripture, it could be nearly
anything. Theidea hereis smply to rest in the presence of Christ, and do whatever it isyou discern Christis
leading you to do, to be the person Christ is calling you to be.

For just as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's
obedience the many will be made righteous (Romans 5:19).

Obediently in the Spirit,

Rev. Nancy Lynch
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Session Highlights

Paul Arel, Clerk of Session
January, 2008

Significant actions and notes from the January Session
meeting:

Lisa Love volunteered as the Session representative
(chair) for the nominating committee.

Noted the Baptism for Dominic, Alex, and Isabel
Gallo.

Elected George Fraley Treasurer for 2008.
Approved Paul Arel as Clerk of Session of 2008
Approved the gift of software to the church (MS
FrontPage 2003, 2 copies).

Approved COLA for Diane Kosey.

Finalized vote on “ Trendnet” network router.
Approved $2095 to repair for three heat pumps.
Approved spending up to $1500 to repair the sound-
board and the 70V music distribution system.
Discussed the use of the building for support group
for parents of children with autism.

Reminded building key holders that the church’s side

doorsif they are unlocked by key, they MUST BE
RELOCKED BY KEY. They do not relock as they
are closed.

Discussed Elder expectations.

Discussed changesin membership roles.

Barb Pratt will be the Elder Commissioner for the

February Presbytery meeting.

The next scheduled Session meeting is February 19 at
7:00 PM.

from. JoyfuliNoiszletter.cont
®©Tm Oliphant
Reprinted with permission

Deacons Update
Joleen Harris, Secretary

Secretary/ Treasurer Report The balancein the
Deacon Fund from 2007 is $679.13. Donations
were $1,603.27; expenses were $924.14.

Committee Reports
Nominating: Connie Williams will be the Deacons
representative on the Nominating Committee.
Prayer Chain : Bev McManus is continuing to update
to our prayer chain.
Cookie Ministry/ Outreach: Pat Holland will continue
delivering cookies. She delivered cookies to two visit-
ing familiesin January.
Casseroles/Food : Juanita Grosheim, Ginny Kramer,
and Lisa Paulenich will handle casseroles this year. If
you know of someone having a surgery or a specia
need, please contact them or one of the deacons.
Card Ministry: Connie Williams will continue doing
thisin 2008.
Congregational Care: The Deacons want to remind
everyone to update their addresses on the Sunday wor-
ship registration form. This helps the caregiversbein
touch with our people.
Other Business:
- Glenn Mojzer isthe Deacon moderator and the
Session liaison.
The new deacons received a handout explaining
their job/responsibilities and the book, Chrigtian
Caregiving a Way of Life, written by Kenneth C.
Haugk, PhD., who is the founder of the Stephen
Ministries system of caring lay ministry. Chapters
7-8 will be reviewed at the next meeting.
A shoebox project sending school suppliesto
children in Ghana was discussed.

The next Deacons meeting is Monday, February 4 at
7:00 PM.

Please note: The green envelopesin the pews are
designated for the Deacons' ministry. The first Sunday
of each month we try and highlight the Deacons
ministry needs.

Today's mighty oak isjust yesterday's nut
that held itsground.”
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Financial Update

by George Fraley, Treasurer FIN

As 2007 drew to a close our financial expectations at Trinity took aturn for the pleasant. We received some unexpected giving
and our final end of year expenses were lower than anticipated. By the end of the year, we had a net income for the year of
$17,000. It took all of us pulling together to make this happen...from following sound stewardship principlesin our giving, to
sacrificing as part of the cost of discipleship the monies we put into the faith based challenge, to feeling called to make some one-
time contributions. 1t all added up!

Following is a comparison of how we fared for 2007 in relation to the budget that was set forth at the beginning of the year.

Budget Actual
General Offering $203,976 $217,448
Faith-Based Challenge 9,500 6,332
Other Income -0- 5,033
Total Income $213,476 $228,813
Operating Expenses $213,476 $211,725
Net Income -0- $17,088

In addition to the above, an anonymous gift was received that enabled the church to purchase a new grand piano.

As we begin 2008, we need to keep in mind that thereis still the need for a faith-based challenge in the amount of $4,200. If each
person could give only $1 a week, the challenge would be met by the end of the summer.

Don't forget the per capita of $25.42.

Finally, what an awesome group of women in the church who have worked to generate funds for the support of the church through
yard sales and cookie sales...take the time to tell them thank you.

Our thanks also go out to Kathy Kessler, Ann Raab, and Rick Paulenich for counting the offering in January.

Why Ash Wednesday?
Traditionally, the Christian church has observed the seven weeks before Easter as atime of
penitence and spiritual self-examination.

Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent, derivesits name from the ancient practice
of marking the foreheads of worshipers with ashes from the unused palm branches of the previ- -
ous year. Ashes historically have had adual significance. wednesday

First, they are Old Testament symbols of sadness and humility. Job, in the midst of al his
troubles, cried out to God from the ash heap.

Ash Wednesday
The second symbolic meaning of ashesis as areminder of our mortality. Each of us facesthe Worship Service
inevitability of physical death. Our bodies and material possessions eventually will turn to dust
and ashes. Thisisareminder that we dare not trust in things that crumble. But Lent does not February 6
leave us on the ash heap. It begins with Ash Wednesday, but ends with Easter. And Easter pro-
claims that, through Christ, God resurrects us from our dust and ashes, makes us new creatures, 7:00 PM

and brings life out of death!
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10:40 Praise Music

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord!

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itisright to give our thanks and praise!

“Reaching Up to God” through the music we sing is atime-
honored way of praising God in worship; as we lift up our
voices, we also lift up our love of God.

Importantly, though, music is not only away to reach up to
God—it is also away for usto reach out to one another. And so,
as part of our ongoing effort to “reach out” to peoples of other
cultures (including those in our congregation,) Trinity will, on
occasional Sundays, be singing pre-service praise music—not
only in English, but in other languages, as well (don’'t worry,
though — we'll teach you!).

If you have an interest in helping plan and/or lead our 10:40
Praise Music, please see Worship Elder Kwaku Aduama-Larbi.

And, if you have an interest in lifting up your hearts (and your
voices!) in praising God ... join us at 10:40 in the sanctuary!

New Telephone Directory

- A rough draft of our new telephone
directory isin the narthex. Please check
your listing to see if it is correct. If you
do not see your name listed and would
like to be included in the directory, please list your
information on the sheet by the rough draft. If achangeis
needed, please also note the change on the paper by the
directory, or email your changes and/or additions to
office@trinity-fairfield.com.

Please send your changes to the church office by Friday,
February 8. Our new directory will be printed in the
following week.

The legend of the dogwood

4 There's alegend that the dogwood was once the
size of the oak and other forest trees. It was so
strong and firm that it was chosen as the timber
for Christ’s cross. This greatly distressed the

tree. Jesus, nailed upon it, sensed the tree’ s regret and told it:

“Because of your sorrow for my suffering, never again shall the
dogwood grow large enough to be used as a cross. It shall be
slender, bent and twisted. Its blossoms shall form a cross—two
long and two short petals. And at the outer edge of each petal
will be nail prints, brown with rust and stained with red. In the
center of the flower shall be a crown of thorns. And all who see
it will remember.”

Adult Sunday School
Please join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30 as we study the
“Chosen Twelve.” We will explore how God formed
ordinary men into the founding fathers of the church. If you
have any questions about Adult Sunday school, please contact
Barb Pratt at ###-#iHHt.

Prayer Chain
Deacon Bev McManusisin the process of updating Trinity's
Prayer Chain for 2008. If you no longer wish to participate,
please contact Bev. If you wish to JOIN the prayer chain,
please contact Bev by phone at 860-4410 or by email at
bdmcmanus@fuse.net. Y ou may participate either by
telephone or by email. Thisis afast, easy, and great way
to help others. All are welcome to participate!

Adult Fellowship—Movie Classic A

Please mark your calendars for Trinity's ‘S s
Movie Classic—A Tribute to Valentine' s Day

held on Saturday, February 9 at 7:00 PM,

when we will watch While You Were

Seeping, aromantic comedy staring Sandra Bullock

and Bill Pullman. Anyone who enjoys a great movie of fun
and romance is invited to come. Coffee and light desserts will
be served. We will start the evening with a special game to
break the ice—for this you will need aroll of quarters, so don’t
forget to bring them with you! Please sign up on the sheet
posted in the narthex if you plan to attend.

Volleyball

Interested in playing volleyball? Sign up
today in the narthex if you are interested.

What: Co-ed volleyball league (no more
than three men on the court) at a semi-
competitive level of play, i.e. those with volleyball experience
some timein their lives.

Where: GE Recreation Center on Rt. 747 just north of 1-275
(Tri-county Mall exit).

When: Mid-February on Wednesday nights for 10 weeks, 5:30
first game. We'll play 4 games a night, rally scoring to 25.

Cost: $450 per team (That’s $45 per player for ateam of 10)

Contact: Tom McCall at #H-#HHH
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A Prayer

O God, You Who are Who Y ou are, unique,
full of compassion and justice,
neither overbearing nor al oof,
Whose kingdom is of such,
and to Whom to give glory is empty without such,
Who loves compassion and does justly and humbled
Y oursalf before us,

Y our grace evokesin us
unceasing, everlasting,
compelling yet free thanksgiving
echoing Y our grace,
and by Whom all of thisis
tolove You, fully,
with al of our hearts,
and al of our souls,
and al of our strength,
and with al of our mind.

Free us, redirect usto
become channels of all of these to each other,
especially those hungry and destitute
and crushed in spirit,
now and for ever. Amen.

—The Rev. Dr. Charles Y opst

(Exodus 3:14; 33:17-20; 34.6-8; Matthew 6:9-15; 7:21; 23:23;
Micah 6:8; Philippians 4.6, 7; Deuteronomy 6:45; Luke 10:27;
Leviticus 19:18, 34; Matthew 5:1-11; 22:39)

On thelLighter Side

Standing in line at a bookstore, a customer happened to
notice two best-selling books the person in front of
her was carrying and about to purchase: Conversations
with God, and How to Argue and Win Every Time.

Question: What is adentist’s favorite Bible verse?
Answer: Psalm 81:10 “Open your mouth and | will
fill it.”

Cowboy Wisdom
The biggest troublemaker you' Il ever have to deal with
watches you shave his face in the mirror every day.
If yaget to thinkin' you're a person of some influence
try orderin’ somebody else' s dog around.
Good judgment comes from experience, and alotta that
comes from bad judgment.

—via Apple Seeds

4
x “ Trinity Forming
RELAY A Relay For Life Team
FOR LIFE
Y Trinity will join the fight against
'l’ Saciety cancer this year by forming a
Relay For Life Team. A team
information meeting will be held
on Sunday, February 10, immediately following 10:45

AM worship.

The 2008 American Cancer Society’s Fairfield Relay For
Lifewill be held Saturday, May 31-Sunday, June 1,
3:00 PM- 9:00 AM at the Fairfield Middle Schoal.
Relay is an 18-hour day into night team fundraising
event to promote cancer research, cancer awareness,
education on screenings, and early detection. The event
isafun-filled family event with acarnival atmosphere.
A sign-up sheet is posted in the Narthex. Please contact
Sherri Hinrichs at ##-### or Jenny Williams at ###-
#H#H for more information. Working together we will
find a cure!

SAVE THE DATE - April 9
Women and high school girls ONLY!!

Cathy Halloran, a standup comedian and president of
"Chick and Chucks Inc.," will speak at the Women's
Group meeting on Wednesday, April 9, at 7:00 PM.
Cathy isabreast cancer survivor and uses her ability to
make people laugh to educate and empower women.

Crafters “
The Crafters will meet on Monday, January
28, at 7:00 PM to make dish cloth angelsto
sell at the Cookie sale next December.
Please bring the following with you: Two
or three kitchen towels, two or three dishcloths and two
or three pliable pot holders. Each set of towel, dishcloth
and pot holders should match or coordinate. Inexpensive
sets can be found at the Dollar Store, Old Tyme Pottery,
and WalMart.

On February 25 the crafters will continue making the
craft from January. See above for the materias to bring.
Thisisawonderful time of fellowship and creative
workmanship. Please join us!
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Knitters Corner

You areinvited to join Trinity's knitting min-

istry on Thursday evenings at 7:00 in the high Cel_ebratl ng
school Sunday school room to knit or crochet, Birthdays
or to learn how to knit or crochet. Also, if you
can teach others to knit or crochet, pleasejoin us.
Sandy Mitchell February 2
If you have any questions, please call Susan Rouff at Michelle Van Sloten February 2
375-1333. Kathy Bredenkamp February 3
Linda North February 3
Jim Wilkinson February 3
Donna Schuler February 5
GeorgeLiles February 6
Camille Mercer February 7
, , Nick Ivkovich February 13
Spring Cleaning? Ed Harms February 16
| . Hannah Tiberghein February 17
=__ Trinity’s Women’s Group Annual Yard Sal eis Beverly Harms February 22
% // Se_\turday, May 3. Please keep theyard salein Bill Tope February 23
\l mind when you are cleaning your closets and M atthew Williams March 1
garage. Pleasg put aside your i.tems for 'ghe L ee Brinkmever March 5
yard sale—we even pick up itemsif you cannot bring them in. If : cy
you want to bring your yard sale items in early, please put them in Christy Park March 6
the overflow room across the hall from the church office. Haley Rodeffer _ March 9
If you have any questions, please call Ginny Kramer at ##H-#HH#H, Kwaku Aduama-Larbi March 11
or Fran Thomas at ###-#HHt. George Fraley March 13
Kyle Schimpf March 13
Julianna Lynch March 14

Wanted—Dirty Laundry
The Women'’s group needs dirty “white” laundry—dingy T-shirts,
dish towels. pillow cases, and socks. We have been participating in
alaundry survey for some time. Please help us with a need for 30
itemsthat are dingy “white” clothes.

Please place your laundry itemsin abag and
put them in the basket by the office door.

Celebrating Anniversaries

Millie and John Beacham

March 14

(If you do not see your birthday or anniversary
date listed, please email Diane at office@trinity-
fairfield.comor call the office at 860-4114. We
want to celebrate your special days with you!)

Cardsfor Millie

Millie Beacham isin Wilmington, NC with her foster
daughter, Elaine. Millie suffered a stroke and is
paralyzed on theright side. She is expected to move to
the physical therapy/rehab part of the hospital soon.

Friday Night
Prayer Gathering
Each Friday night at 6:00 PM
Kwaku and Agnes Aduama-
Larbi lead a prayer gathering
at Trinity. Everyoneisinvited to
come and pray. Bring your
prayer needs with you.

Cards should be directed to:

“Reaching up in prayer.
Reaching out
in prayer.”
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